
49

FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH AS A STARTING POINT.  
APPLIED AND OTHER RESEARCH

Milivoje Pajović1

Fundamental researches are basic. By their very nature, they provide a basis 
for knowledge about certain phenomena and define basic laws, which can 

later be built on and further developed through further research of the same 
type, or through applied researches. The results of these researches primarily 
concern theory, so most often and as a rule the goal of these researches is sci-
entific explanation. Applied research continues from fundamental research in 
a logical sequence of inevitable practice. Based on the theory and evidence of 
fundamental research, the goals of applied scientific research set the task of ex-
plaining and discovering the possibility of practical application of the results of 
fundamental research. Therefore, models, prototypes and projections are often 
applied, as well as general rules that have been tested in practice.

Fundamental and applied research represent two separate but pervasive cat-
egories that have their own distinct differences. Despite all the overlaps and 
intertwinings, these researches carry different expectations and have different 
social effects, such as differences in the judgment criteria related to the assess-
ment of research success or failure, then differences in the effects on social 
movements and differences in the organization of research implementation, 
especially in the degree of autonomy in relation to political and economic in-
terests and goals.
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