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BOBE/]]

Bo opranmszanuja na IlpaBocimaBHHOT OorocioBcku (a-
kyaret ,,CBetu Knmument Oxpuacku‘ Bo Ckorje, a co mOoaapIIKa
Ha MakeoHcKara paBocCiiaBHa LPKBa, YHUBEP3UTETOT ,,CBETH
Kupun u Meroauj* Bo Ckorje 1 MUHUCTEPCTBOTO 3a KyJATYypa,
on 11 no 13 oxromBpu 2019 ronuna Bo Oxpua u Ctpyra ce onp-
*a MefryHapoaHaTta KoH(pepeHuuja HacioBeHa ,,Ceera Coduja —
[Ipemynpocra koja cu uzrpaau aom (M3peku 9,1)“, onHocHo “St.
Sophia — Wisdom has built her House (Proverbs 9,1)”.

Bo paMkuTe Ha CBEYEHOTO OTBOpame Ha KOH(EpeHIH]ja-
Ta BO LpkBara ,,Ceera Coduja*“ Bo Oxpua cBoe obpakame mpea
npucytHutre nmaa HeroBoto biakeHCTBO, ApXHMENHUCKONOT OX-
pUICKH U MakeqOHCKU T. T. Credan u npod. n-p Hukona Janky-
noBcku, Pekrop Ha YauBepsurerot ,,CBetu Kupuin u Meroauj*
Bo Ckomje.

Ha oBaa Hayuna koH(epeHIMja TOBOpea eMUHEHTHH TPO-
(becopu U TEO0JI03U O/ YHUBEP3UTETHU OJf TOBEKE EBPOIICKHU 3EM]H:
Uranuja, I'epmanuja, CinoBennja, XpBarcka, Cp6uja, bocHa u
Xepuerosuna, byrapuja u Makenonuja. Enen nen na kongepen-
1ujata Gellle MOCBETEH Ha XpaMOT Ha OXPHJICKUTE apXUETTUCKOITU
uMeHyBaH 1o Mynpocra — 1pksarta ,,Csera Coduja“ Bo Oxpum —
HEej3WHaTa UCTOPH]ja, apXUTEKTypa, PPECKOKUBOIUC U YMETHOCT,
J07IeKa IPYTHOT Jien Oelle BOCPEAOTOYEeH Ha MyapocTa Bo bub-
nujaTa, Teojorujara, Guiozodujara ¥ IPaKTUIHOTO OOTOCIOBHE
Ha I{pkBara.

VYuecHunure Ha KoHEpeHIMjaTa 1aj0a pejieBaHTHA aHa-
JM3a Ha 3a7a/ieHaTa KoH(EepeHUCcKa TeMa 1 rojieM MPUIOHEC BO
pa3MeHaTa Ha eKCIIEPTCKUTE 3HaeHa, MPOPECUOHATTHUTE MTPAKTH-
KH ¥ WHIUBUAYATHUTE UCKYCTBa O IITO C€ OYEKyBa BO MJIHWHA
Jla Ipou3JIe3e 3aeMHa Mer'yHapoiHa copaboTKa rmomery o0pazoB-
HUTE UHCTUTYLIMU U HAYYHOUCTPAXKYBAYKHUOT CEKTOP.



271.2-788(497.11)
726:271.2-523.4/.6(497.11)
Dragana J. JANJIC®
Institute for Serbian Culture — Prishtina/Leposavic

SINAI - LITURGICAL DETERMINANTS IN SINAI
ARCHITECTURE"™

Abstract: The purpose of the paper is to capture the influ-
ence of worship practices in the architectural conception of mo-
nastic settlements, founded by the saint Hesychasts in Moravian
Serbia as a spiritual rebirth on the state, political, ecclesiastical
and cultural plane (architecture, art and literature) of Lazar’s state.

Keywords: Sinai, monasticism, Church, liturgy, Hesy-
chasm, Moravian school, monasteries.

The spiritual rebirth, which peaked in the Byzantine Em-
pire in the last decade of the fourteenth century, despite the grad-
ual Turkish conquest of the Empire, is tied to the Hesychasm
movement. The character of the Hesychasm movement is also
determined by its geographical distribution as a result of strong
Ottoman pressure. At that time, a large number of Sinai monks
sought refuge in Bulgaria, Serbia, Wallachia and Russia, bringing
the teachings of the old, pre-Palamitic Hesychasm in the person
of St. Gregory of Sinai (1255-1341 / 1347). A year later, a new
Hesychasm of his younger contemporary, St. Gregory of Palamas
(1296-1359) was brought to the region. His teaching on divine
uncreated energies, Tabor light and continuous inner prayer of
the heart, transformed the spiritual life of the Slovenian countries,

*Senior Research Fellow, dragana.janjicka@gmail.com

“* This paper was written as a part of the Material and Spiritual Cul-
ture of Kosovo and Metohija project (No. 178028), which was approved and
financed by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Serbia.
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primarily Serbia.! Namely, not limited to its internal mystical as-
pect, the Hesychast movement shows a vibrant liturgical com-
munity with a clearly defined church policy, following the recog-
nition of their teaching at the congregations from 1347 to 1351,
through the disruption of the ecclesiastical hierarchy and seizing
the episcopal chairs by the most dedicated Hesychasm candidates,
and through the mission of the Mount Athos monks-Hesychasts
to strengthen the cultural and church relations as well as diplo-
matic ones.” The main determinants of the Hesychast movement,
irrespective of its generally Orthodox character, in political and
ecclesiastical terms, were determined and directed by Constan-
tinople, while the center of spiritual revival was located on Mount
Athos, from which church-political initiatives to overcome con-
troversial church issues came from (reconciliation of the Serbian
Patriarchate with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 1375; domination
of the Holy Mountain), with the mediation of the Mount Atos He-
sychast monks - Isaiah, Nicodemus, Theophanes, Nikandar and
Sylvester, when the Hesychast Philotheos Kokkinos was sitting
on the throne of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
(1353/54, 1364/1376). This does not exclude the possibility that,
in the essence of the Hesychast movement, the aspirations of the
Ecumenical Church were to replace the lost political dominance

! Tepxapn IMoackancku, Cpegrbo6eko6Ha WeoIOWKA KHUNCCEHOCT Y
byzapckoj u Cpouju (865-1459), beorpan, 2010, 311, 495. Antonuc-Emun
Taxuaoc, ,,Mcuxazam y noba kuesa Jlazapa”, O kuesy Jlazapy. Hyunu ckym
y Kpymesny 1971, beorpan, 1975, 93-103. I'eopruje Octporopckw, ,,CBeTo-
TOPCKHM MCUXACTH M F-UXOBU MPOTUBHUIM, O 8eposaruma u cxeaiiaruma
susaniuunaya (Ilpunor ucropuju xkacHoBU3aHTHjcke Kynrype), Cabpana gena
V, Beorpan, 1970, 212-223. [yman Kopah, Pagusoje Paguh, ,,Jenan nomarax
0 aHTHHCHUXACTHYKOM pacrnojokemny melhy Cpouma cpennnom XIV croneha”,
Xunanmapcku 30opuuk, 10, 1998, beorpan, 222-223.

2 lamackuna Muok, ,,Kyntypre Bese m3mel)y Brnamike u Cpoujey XIV u
XV Beky”, O kuesy Jlazapy. Hayunu ckyn y Kpymesiy 1971, beorpan, 1975,
307-309. Anrtonuc-Emun Taxumaoc, ,Mcuxazam y moba kuesza Jlazapa”, 99-
100. Jbyoomup Kotapuuh, ,,300puuk Jlanuia I kao u3BOp MpH cacTaBibamy
xutHja cB. Hukoguma Tucmanckor”, Apxueiiuckoi [anuno 1 u we2oso goba,
MelyyHaponHu HaydHH CKyIl moBoxoM 650 roguHa on cMpTH, aeiiembap 1987,
Beorpan, 1991, 196-201. Bophe Cn. Pagojuuwnh, ,,Cpricko-pyMyHCKH OTHOCH
XIV-XV Beka”, Togunimak dunoszodekor dpakynrera y Hosom Cany, 1, 1965,
Hosu Cag, 15-17.
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with the ecclesiastical one in the form of panortodoxia, regardless
of their affiliation with different churches and peoples. In addi-
tion, the fact that the movement contributed to the preservation of
the common Orthodox element in the occupied territories should
not be overlooked.’

his revival represents a kind of paradox in relation to the
political upheavals that marked the final Ottoman conquest of the
Balkan countries. The year 1371 is especially significant for the
Hesychasm in Serbia, when Prince Lazar came to power and the
spiritual restoration of the Serbian Church, first of all by reconcili-
ation with the Byzantine Church, where Serbian Orthodox monks
played a decisive role.* The aftermath of the schism had particu-
larly echoed in jurisdictional, liturgical and economic spheres.
This also reflected the nature of the conflict created by the usur-
pation of the Greek territories by the Serbian state, and the Greek
metropolitan areas by the Serbian church. In Serbian circles, the
first indications of such a unilaterally made decision to proclaim
the patriarchate were very soon to be initiated by the emperor
Dusan himself, almost immediately after the excommunication.’

* Antonio Rigo, ,,La Vitae le opere di Gregorio Sinaita”, Cristianesi-
mo nella storia, 10, 1989, 579-608. I'epxapa ITonckancku, Cpedrosexosna
meonowka Krougceenocm y bByeapckoj u Cpouju (865-1459), 493-494. An-
toine-Emile Tachiaos, ,,Le monachisme serbe de saint Sava et la tradition
hesychaste athonote”, Xunmanmapcku 30opHuk, 1, 1966, beorpazn, 89. Tudor
Teotei, ,,Deux épisodes de la lutte pour la suprématie au Mont Athos (XIII-
X1V siecles)”, Revue des études sud-est européennes, XXIV, n. 1, Bucarest,
1986, 54-55.

* Munom brnarojesuh, Cpiicka gpowcasnocii y cpegrem gexy, beorparn,
2011, 302-310. Jumutpuje bornanosuh, ,,I3mMuperme cpricke ¥ BU3AHTHjCKE
upkse”, O xkue3y Jlazapy. Hyunu ckyn y Kpymesny 1971, beorpan, 1975, 81-
91. Uctn, ,,Cmucao Pasanune”, Manaciviup Pasanuya, Ciiomenuya weciioiuoj
cinozoguuirouyu (1381-1981), beorpan, 1981, 13-14. JlanuinoBu HacTaBJbaH,
Hanunos yuenuk, gpyeu nacimasmsauu /lanunogoe 36opnuka, beorpan, 1989,
133. Koncrautun ®unozod, Kusoiu geciioia Ciuepana Jlazapesuha, Ciiape
cpiicke ouocpaguje XV u XVII beorpan, 1936, 57.

> JTaHWIOBHM HACTaBJbauW, JJanunos yueHuk, gpyu Hacidaemayu Jla-
HU10602 300pHuKa, 129. Jumurpuje bornanosuh, ,,Mi3Mupeme cprcke U BH-
3aHTHjcke LpkBe”, 86-88. JKuinuje ciiapya Hcauje, Ciuapune Xunangapa,
I'macuuk CVY]I 56, 1884, 75. Tudor Teoteoi, ,,Deux épisodes de la lutte pour
la suprématie au Mot Athos (XIII-XIV siccles)”, Revue des études sud-est
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The reconciliation of the Serbian Church with Constantinople
takes place at a time when the Hesychast movement is gaining
momentum on Mount Athos and becoming an important factor in
the process of transformation of the Serbian state on the spiritual
and cultural plane, from the 1370s. At the same time, one should
not neglect the anti-hesychastic attitude of Serbia at the end of
the second half of the fourteenth century (the case of the Mount
Athos protoiereus Nifon, between 1347 and 1348), caused by the
radical attitudes of Hesychasts towards the estates of the great Ki-
novian monasteries, which does not exclude the possibility of the
Hilandar monastery being in conflict with the Mount Athos Hes-
ychasts, that is, their pretentions at the Mount Athos protos. The
disagreement of the patriarch Sava IV in overcoming the schism
would indicate certain disagreements regarding church-canoni-
cal views, as well as new spiritual trends in Byzantium.® Prince
Lazar’s initiative to overcome the church-political schism and es-
tablish canonical unity represented the path to legitimate recog-
nition of his legitimate authority over the Serbian state, but only
with the full support of the canonically-recognized Church.” The
Act on Reconciliation and Recognition of the Patriarchate De-
gree to the Serbian Church by the Ecumenical Patriarchate was

européennes, XXIV, n. 1, Bucurest, 1986, 54-59. Cepruje Tpounkw, ,,L{pkeHo
MTONIUTHYKA HU7eosoruja ceerocascke Kpmunje n Brnacrapese cunrarme”, Itac
CAH, CCXII, k. 2, Beorpan, 1953, 190-192.

¢ Numutpuje bormanosuh, ,,I3Mupemne cpricke ¥ BU3aHTHjCKE I[PKBE”,
88. Jlyman Kopah, PaguBoje Paauh, ,Jeman momatak o aHTHHCHXaCTHYKOM
pacnionoxemy mehy CpoOuma cpemuno XIV croneha”, 230-232. Jomanka
Kanuh, ,,Benuku xynan Credan Hemama u kues Jlazap”, O kuesz Jlazapy.
Hayunu ckyn y Kymesiy 1971, beorpax, 1975, 157. Antonio Rigo, ,,Due note
sul monchesimo athonita della meta del XIV secolo”, 3PBU, XX VI, 1987,
Beorpaz, 92-113. Mirjana Zivojinovié, ,,De nouveau sur le séjour de 1’empe-
reur Dusan a Athos”, 3PBU, XXI, 1982, beorpan, 124.

7 Numutpuje bormanosuh, ,,OuBbaBambe HeMambUhKUX Tpaauirja”,
HCH, 2, 1994, 9-12. Cunumia Murwmh, ,,O1 3eMa/bCKoT KHe3a 10 kHeza Cpba
— y3au3ame 110 Biaagapcke Mmohu”, Baaciu u moh. Braciiena mopascrke Cpouje
09 1365. go 1402. Zogune, Temarcku 300pHHUK pagoBa ca MelyHapomHOr
Hay4YHOT CKyma oxpskaHor ox 20. 1o 22. cenremopa 2013. rogune y Kpyiesiry,
Benukom usserosny u Bapsapuny, Kpymesar (yp. C. Mummh), 2014, 8-17.
Pane Muxassunh, ,,Kues Jlazap u o6HOBa cprcke apxkase”’, O kues Jlazapy.
Hayunu cxyn y Kymesiy 1971, beorpan, 1975, 8-10.
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published in Prizren in 1375, at the time of the retirement of Pa-
triarch Sava I'V and the convening of the State-Church Council. It
was decided on the election of a new patriarch, in the presence of
Constantinople delegates along with the entourage of the Mount
Athos people upon the return from Constantinople, who played a
crucial role precisely in the election of a new patriarch, similar to
Byzantine standards, that is, to a candidate facing a Hesychastic
Byzantine current.® The election of Patriarch Jefrem, a hermit and
Bulgarian ancestor, is an obvious initiative of Constantinople in
support of Lazar’s claims to proclaim himself as a supporter of
the Church and the Council, with the Hesychasm ideology as a
significant factor in legitimizing the ruler’s claims.’ It should be
noted that the assembly convened in Pe¢ in 1375, that decided
on the election of a new patriarch, took place on the feast of St.
Dionysius the Areopagite (under whose pseudonym the works of
Pseudo Dionysius the Areopagite were translated (6th century)
and in Serbian Hesychastic circles, at the end of the fourteenth
century, they were considered necessary for the study of the the-
ological writings of St. Gregory Palamas), and this symbolically
represented the acceptance of the teachings of Hesycham in the
medieval Serbian state.'

The Hesychastic idea of belonging to Orthodox universal-
ism and neglect of national consciousness resonated with despot

8 JlanusioBH HacTaBIbauH, JaHui06 yueHuK, gpyeu Hacimassayu JJanu-
10802 360pHuxa, 132-133. Ilnmutpuje bormanosuh, ,,I3Mupeme cprcke u BH-
3aHTHjCcKe IpKBe”, 89. ®pamo bapummh, ,,O u3Mupemy CPIICKEe M BU3AHTH]CKE
upkse 1375”7, 3PBU, XXI, 1982, beorpan, 159-179.

° Numutpuje bormanosuh, ,,I3Mupemne cpricke 1 BU3aHTHjCKE I[PKBE”,
89-90. I'epxapx INoxackancku, Cpegrosexosna ileonowka KruxicegHoci y by-
2apcroj u Cpouju (865-1459), 493. Bnagumup Mouus, ,,Camoapxkasau Cre-
¢an kue3 Jlazap u Tpaaunuja Hemamwuhkor cyBepenurera oq Mapuie 1o Ko-
coBa”, O kue3 Jlazapy. Hayunu ckyn y Kymesity 1971, beorpan, 1975, 13- 42.
Boxumap ®epjanuuh, ,,Baanapcka naeonoruja y Cprickoj AUIIIOMATHIIH TOCIIE
nponactu napcrea (1371)”, O xkues Jlazapy. Hayunu ckyn y Kymesmy 1971,
Beorpan, 1975, 139-150. Franz Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica, Viennae,
1858, 198.

10 Tepxapn IMoackaincku, Cpegro6ekosHa WeolouKd KIUNCEGHOCIL Y
byzapcroj u Cpouju (865-1459), 494. Antonuc-Emun Taxuaoc, ,,Mcuxazam y
noba kuesa Jlazapa”, 100-101.
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Durad Brankovi¢ (1427-1456) and he advocated and protected
them at a time when a prominent group of Hesychasts from Bul-
garia and the Greek countries were being sheltered in the Serbian
Despotate, which could explain the despot’s financial assistance
to the circle of Mount Athos monasteries in relation to the Serbian
endowment Hilandar.!" The reason for this can be found in the
depletion of the monasteries of Mount Athos and the decrease in
land revenue as a result of the looting and devastation that fol-
lowed the Ottoman conquests. The generosity of the Serbian rul-
ers and lords, manifested notwithstanding the ethnicity of monas-
ticism, but also the arrival of the Holy Mountain under Serbian
rule, is explained by the income of their mines (primarily Novo
Brdo, whose assistance can be traced until its final fall, in 1455).2
On the other hand, the unstable situation in the country after the
Battle of Kosovo, which preceded the demise of Despotate, was
the reason that Serbian ruling families and wealthy nobles secured
asylum in the monasteries of Mount Athos through endowment
and restoration in case of loss of power and possessions.!?

" Mustowr Brarojesuh, Cpiicka gporcasrociti y cpegroem gexy, 341-342.
Awmo¢unoxuje Pagosull, ,,Cunanti u BUX0OB 3Hayaj y kuBoty Cpbuje XIV n
XV Beka”, Manaciiup Pasanuya, Ciliomenuya weciioiioj CiioZoQuuirsuyu
(1381-1981), beorpan, 1981, 101-134. Momunno Cnpemuh, Jeiioiu Bypah
bpanxosuh u mwezoso goba, beorpan, 1994, 356-357. Pyxa hyx, ,,llapumna
Mapa”, Y 25-26 (1978-1979), beorpan, 1979, 66.

12 Bosko Bojovi¢, Chilandara et les pays roumains (XV.XVII siecle),
(aves collaboration de Petre S. Nasturel, Tomislav Jovanovi¢, Paris, 2010, 31.
Muxaunno Junuh, 3a uciiopujy pygapciuea y cpegregerxosnoj Cpouju u boc-
nu, 11, beorpan, 1962, 59-67. Bnagumup hoposuh, Ceeiua 'opa u Xunangap,
Beorpan, 1985, 118-135, 171. Tudor Teotei, ,,Deux épisodes de la lutte pour la
suprématiec au Mont Athos (XIII-XIV siécles)”, 54. dyman Kopah, Pagusoje
Panuh, ,JJenan momarak o aHTHMHCHXACTHYKOM pacroiiokemy mehy CpOuma
cpeauno XIV croneha”, 228-229. Cnomenuk LVI, 1922, 8-15. Crojan Hoga-
koBHh, 3axoncku ciiomenuyu cpickux gpacasa cpegrel éexa, beorpan, 1912,
420, 402, 539-542. Mupjana hoposuh-Jbyounxosuh, ,,3nayaj Hoor bpaa y
CpOuju Jlazapesuha u bpankosuha”, Mopascka wixona u weno goda, Hayunn
ckyn y PecaBu 1968, Beorpan, 1972, 124. Dusan Kora¢, ,,Mount Athos under
serbina rule”, 3PBU, 31, 1992, beorpaz, 183-186.

3 Topnana babuh, ,,J{pymitBenu mosoxaj ktutopa y JecmotoBunu”,
Mopascka wikona u weno goba, Hayunn ckyn y Pecasu 1968, beorpan, 1972,
144-153. Papocnas ['pyjyh, ,,CBeToropcku a3ui 3a cprcke Biajape U BlacTe-
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Although Hesychasm was essentially mystical, the ac-
tivity of the Hesychast movement was radical in terms of their
church-administrative attitudes, primarily in the field of church
politics, in terms of occupying high hierarchical positions from
the ranks of the Hesychasts or their adherents, as well as their
intolerance of church decoration and aversion towards large mon-
astery estates. This shows the probable cause of the conflict be-
tween Hilandar and the Hesychastic current of Mount Athos in
the second half of the fourteenth century." One such example is
found in the system of election and internal organization of Ro-
manian monasteries (as agreed by St. Nicodemus of Tismana in
Wallachia), under the influence of Atonic monasticism, which is
a form of self-government where monastic aspirants are elected
by monks, without the intervention of secular and ecclesiastical
authorities, striving to the principle of monastic autonomy.'” The
Mount Athos hesychast influence was reflected in the architecture
of the church in Kozija in Vlaska, built by Serbian builders, based
on the models of the Moravian school, thanks to Nicodemus of
Tismana, which would become the basis for Vlach and Moldavi-
an construction.'¢

The connection of Lazar’s court with the Holy Mountain
has contributed to the new theological understanding, primarily
Hesychasm, affecting church-liturgical reforms, which will indi-
rectly affect the formation of the building style in Pomoravlje.
Namely, the Ottoman conquest and penetration into the Balkans
caused the immigration of monasticism from the endangered ar-
eas, especially after 1371, when in the territory of Lazar’s state,
in the region of Pomoravlje, numerous groups of monks found

ny mocne Kocoscke 6utke”, [macank CHJI XI, Cxombe, 1932, 77-95. Crojan
Hosakosuh, 3axoncku ciiomenuyu, 548-553, 527-528. Franz Miklosich,
Monumenta Serbica, 569-571.

14 Tynran Kopah, Pagneoje Paauh, ,,Jenan momgarak 0 aHTHHCHXACTHIKOM
pacnionoxemny mel)y Cpbuma cpenuno XIV croneha”, 230. Bragumup Mo,
,,CB. Ilarpujapx Kamuct u cpncka npksa”, I'macank CIIL[, XXVII, 1946, 195.

15 Tamackun Muok, ,,Kyntypre Bese nzmely Brnamike u Cpouje y XIV
u XV Beky”, 308.

16 Bojucias Bypuh, ,,Cprcku apkasau cabopu y Ilehw u 1ipkBeHO
rpagutesbcTBO”, O kne3z Jlazapy. Hayunu ckyn y Kymesity 1971, Beorpan,
1975, 115.
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their refuge, bringing a Hesychast view of the world on a spiritual
plane. It will have a great influence in the development of literary
and spiritual creativity.'’

Serbia’s first contacts with Hesychasm came from the im-
mediate circle of St. Gregory of Sinai, or through his disciples
St. Romylos of Ravanica and Grigori. Although the first contacts
date from the Sinai, their origins can be traced back to the time
of St. Sava, while the influences of the Hilandar monastery and
other monasteries on Mount Athos played a significant role in
Lazar’s state.'®

The center of gravity of the Serbian monasticism is trans-
mitted to the area from the Great and West Morava and Mlava, all
the way to Sava and Danube river. The Sinaitic-Mount Athos mo-
nasticism brought into the territory of Moravian Serbia a Mount
Athos structure of monastic life, where polymorphic hermit com-
munities, from the theological-eclectic point of view, achieve uni-
ty in the Eucharistic-liturgical community. Let us mention only
some of the Mount Athos monks in Southeast Serbia: St. Romyl-
os of Ravanica (who prayed around the Ravanica monastery and
was buried in that parish (7 1373/1375)), Grigorije of Gornjak,
Elder Zoisim of Tuman near Golubac, the venerable Martyri Si-
nai of Rukumia, the venerable Vavil, Sisoje and Andrej (delegates
from the vicinity of Ravanica), venerable Nestor Sinai near Vitk-
ovac, St. Roman (who founded the monastery of St. Roman near
Dunis), St. Dinosije Sinai near Dunis, the venerable Jovan Sinai

17 Pane Muxaspunh, ,,Kues Jlazap u oGHOBa cpricke apxkase”, 5, 8. Ba-
cunuje Mapkosuh, /Ipagociasno MOHAWINGO U MAHACIUUPYU Y CPEQHEBEK08-
noj Cpouju, Cpemcku Kapmosuu, 1920, 125-131. Hebojira Boxkuh, ,,Ilpkse u
MaHacTUpU MOjCHILCKUX IUTAaHMHA Yy MUCAHUM M3BOpUMa JI0 ociobohema on
Typaxa”, Pacuncku ananu 16, Kpymesai, 2018, 44-47. Amdunoxuje Pano-
Buh, ,,CuHauT 1 BUXOB 3Hauaj y kuBoTy Cpouje XIV u XV Beka”, 111-134.
Muucag . Iporuh, ,,CB. Mydenuk JoBan Crjennuku”, [IpaBocnasise 1. jyH,
221, beorpan, 1976, 8-9.

18 Vladimir Rozov, ,,Cunaiiner 86 Cepbin B XIV vikb”, Byzanti-
noslavica, I, 1929, 16-20. Antoine-Emile Tachiaos, ,,Le monachisme serbe
de saint Sava et la tradition hesychaste athonite”, 87-89. Amdunoxuje Pamo-
Buh, ,,CuHauTH 1 BHUXOB 3Haua] y kuBoTy Cpouje XIV u XV Beka”, 103-110.
Bophe Cn. Panojuuh, ,,JakoB Cepcku KeUTOJBYOAll M MECHUK Cprcku XIV
Beka”, Jleronuc matwuiie cprcke, 1962, Hosu Can, 330.
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(who lived in Prekope€ near Kragujevac), the venerable JoSa Sina
(who ventured into the cave below the Sarenik Hill near Josan-
ica), then the holy martyr Jovan Stjenicki from the “Lijestanska
Desert” near Paracin. There are also three anonymous Sinai from
the time of Prince Lazar: one from the monastery of Vitovnica,
the other from the monastery of St. Petka near Paracin, and the
third from Bazja§ Monastery in Banat, where the venerable Grig-
orije Vojlovacki lived.” In the essence of the Sinai-Mount Athos
Hessychastic movement of the fourteenth and fifteenth century,
theological-ecclesiological consciousness was expressed, char-
acterized by constant prayerful quieting and strict restrained in
reaching God, without negating His real presence, which in prac-
tice led to the transformation and adaptation to the needs of time
in the formation of the consciousness of the people. This escha-
tologically driven consciousness has made Moravian Serbia an
intersection of the most ecclesiastical representatives of spiritual
rebirth on on the state, political, ecclesiastical and cultural plane
(architecture, art and literature).?

Upon their arrival to Serbia, the monks of Mount Athos
transferred in the area of Prince Lazar a monastic and liturgical
organization, which inevitably influenced the church construc-
tion and art. The church-liturgical program manifested the Mount
Athos tradition in the internal arrangement of the church building
in Pomoravlje, and the basic characteristic is evident in the con-
ception of the liturgical purpose of certain areas - the triconch
base and patterns of the older Serbian tradition. This, in all likeli-
hood, corresponded to the liturgical type of Saint Sava the Most
Holy with numerous individual worship services, most of which
are related to the internal narthex.?' Interesting statements by

9 Ampumoxuje Pagosuh, ,,CHHaNTH 1 BUXOB 3Havaj y xuBoTY CplOije
XIVuXVseka”, 111-125. He6ojmra Boxwuh, ,,[ [pkse 1 ManacTupn MojcHCKUX
IUTAaHWHA y TTHCAaHUM H3BOpHMa 10 ocnobohema on Typaka”,44-47. Vladimir
Rozov, ,,Cunaiiner B Cepbin B XIV BbkE”, 17-20. Bacunuje Mapkosuh,
IIpasocnagno monawiitieo u manaciuupu y cpegresexoenoj Cpouju, 132-134.

20 Ambpunoxuje Pamosuh, ,,CHHANTH U BUXOB 3Hauaj y xkuBoTy Cpouje
XIV u XV Beka”,109-110. Jumutpuje bormanosuh, ,,Cpricka KisHXEBHOCT
nocie Kocora”, ICH, 2, 1994, 128-143.

2 Bojucnas ‘bBypuh, ,,Cprcku apxkaBuu cabopu y Ilehun u 1pkBeHO
rpaautesbetBo”, 106. bpanucias Bynosuh, ,,Yuenthe Xunannapa u cprcke
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Duri¢ - that the newspapers in the arts were closely linked to the
provincial lords who had a decisive role in the assembly in Pe¢
in 1375, and that the parliamentary decisions were related to the
role of monasticism settled in their territories - indicate a Mount
Athos pattern in construction churches, liturgically adequate to
the three-lane type of temple represented on Mount Athos and
transferred to Serbia.?? On the other hand, Kora¢ does not rule
out that in comparison with the previous epoch, the Moravian
school is characterized by church buildings of a more modest di-
mension of the monastic conservative environment, viewing it
as a creative branch of Byzantine architecture, that is, the Mount
Athos Hesychastic influence of trichonch and lateral conchs built
for the needs of choir monks during long worship on Athos, not
excluding the Atonitic conception of the main church space with
lateral conchas. Moreover, he believes that these two variants of
the Moravian school have their role models in the church archi-
tecture of Serbs of the previous epoch.”

The tradition of monastic settlements in Pomoravlje and
Zeta Balsi¢, the so-called Zeta Mount Athos, preserved in the
simplicity of small forms of church temples, built of stone, with
triconchs, which despite the small scale of the buildings gave the
impression of monumentality. The simplicity of construction,
despite certain influences from Macedonia and Raska, is com-
plemented by some characteristics that are not peculiar to the
Moravian school. Namely, single nave churches with triconchs,
without the choir stands, do not deviate from monastic churches
in Eastern Serbia, that is, according to church-liturgical determi-
nants with a first-nave or variant of a concise cross with lateral
choir stands and partly low narthex, with smaller buildings hav-

Tpaguiuyje y Gpopmupamy Mopasckor ctuna’, Mopascka wikona u tweno 9ooa,
Hayunu ckyn y Pecasu 1968, beorpan, 1972, 178.

22 Bojucnas bypuh, ,,Cprcku apxkaBuu cabopu y Ilehn u 1pkBeHO
rpaguTesscTBo, 110-111.

2 Vojislav Kora¢, ,,Les origines de I’architecture de 1’école de la Mora-
va”, Mopaécka wikona u weno goda, Hayanu ckyn y Pecasu 1968, Beorpan,
1972, 158-159.
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ing a concise narthex form according to the taste of the monastic
setting.?

Examples of Mount Athos influence in ecclesiastical ar-
chitecture are repeated in Lazar’s Serbia in the 15th century,
where the simplification of style in the extremely simple forms
of single-nave triconch churches with an annex is observed, with-
out any decorations depending on the material capacities of the
monks (emphasis is placed on the monks’ conditionality towards
the ktetor) while not deviating from the established architectural
norms (Lipovac Monastery, Sisojevac, Voljavc¢a, Kaleni¢, St. Ste-
fan in Kastamont Monastery, Vracevsnica, etc.)® The identical
architectural basis of monastic settlements dating from the 15th to
the 16th century in Eastern Serbia and in the Crnica Valley indi-
cates a large number of monastery churches, which were restored
or rebuilt in the sixteenth century, with simplified architectural
forms (Lukovo monastery) in tricochn without a cubicle with a
companion under a common roof. In the parish there was a ktetor
inscription with the artistic representation of the ktetor, preserved
in the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Monastery in Krepicevac,
while the remains of frescoes and iconographic solutions in the
interior of the temple speak of a theologically educated personali-
ty. It is likely that it was Elder Joseph, the hesychast, a student of
St. Romylos, whose body rests in the monastery church, since the
art representations of Deisis, the Virgin Mary Akathist, the Heav-
enly Liturgy, and the play of the Varlaam hermit with a scroll in
hand and a message not to succumb to the earthly vices, typical of
the followers of Hesychast learning — that through personal feat,
prayer and with a sane mind they draw near to God. The monas-
tery church is in the form of a concise triconchos with an annexe,
while the model of the original appearance on the fresco of the
cathedral composition shows certain differences, established dur-
ing the conservation works, 1969-1971. years. Namely, above the
floor there was a room with a niche that served as a chapel, while
the altar space was divided by a walled partition, and part of the

24 Bpanucnas Bymosuh, ,,Vuenrthe Xunangapa u cpricke TpaauIuje y
(dhopmuparmy Mopasckor ctuna”, 172-176.

% Topnana ba6uh, ,,JlpynirBenu mojokaj ktutopa y JlecnmoroBunu”,
144-153.
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southern wall in the altar story was occupied by a shallow niche
acrosolia, which enters the eastern part of the wall into the altar
space where the body of a Sinai Elder Joseph rested, Hesychast of
the circle of the venerable Romylos (second half of the fourteenth
century).”® The shape of the trichonos with a cubet and separate
spaces: the proscomidie and the diaconicon and the chapel on the
south side has the monastery church of St. Archangel Gabriel in
Loznica (restored in 1680 and 1850), whose forms are typologi-
cally related to the church (monastery) dedicated to St. Nicholas
in Lapusnja, while there is striking resemblance, which is pointed
out, of this church with Petrusa.?’

The influence of worship practice on the construction of
monastery triconchos is indicated by the simultaneous raising of
the inner narthex with the nave of the church. The dimensions of
the nave (excluding concha) and the findos (inner narthex) are
usually of similar dimensions. This is clearly indicated by the
foundations of the churches in the valley of the river Crnica, most
of which belonged to the monastic settlements, apparently found-
ed by the Hesychast of Mount Athos.?® The oldest example in this
area is the three-chancel Church of Our Lady in the Monastery
of Le§ja, which was added to the Hilandar Monastery by ktetor
Vukosav with his sons Drzman (Dionysius) and Crepa during the
reign of Emperor DusSan. In this type of churches, the entrance to
the parlor was the same width as the entrance to the nave, called
the “imperial door” (Bactikn mwHAn) between the narthex and the
nave, there was a full wall so that the closing of the door allowed
for the service and reading from the daily worship cycle in the
naos as a separate room.”

The Sisojevac monastery (1402), with its church dedicated
to the Transfiguration under Gorunovac Hill, is an example of this

26 Bpanka Kuesxesuh, ,,Manactupu y uctoanoj CpOuju 1mo TypCKHM Io-
mucumMa u3 XV u XVI Beka”, 3J1Y 21, Hosu Cax, 1985, 302-307.

2" Ucro, 313-315. Ucra, ,,CperOBEKOBHE IIPKBE M MAHACTUPH Y JIOIH-
wu Hpuanme”, 3JTY 16, Hoeu Can, 1980, 244,

28 Bpanka Kuexesuh, ,,Cpe-OBEKOBHE IIPKBE U MAHACTHPH Y JOTHHH
Hpuune”, 246-247.

¥ Hcra, 223-231. Josan Oyunynuc, Jluiypeura 1; Yeog y ceeitio 6020-
cmycerne, Kpasmeno, 2004, 24.
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construction. It’s the endowment of the monk Sisoje, who was the
hegumen of Hilandar, who is mentioned in the charter of Princess
Milica from 1389, although the family of Prince Lazar had a large
share in establishing the monastery and completing the works.*°
The church of the Sisojevac monastery, built of stone carvings,
is an example of a monastery triconchos and is a synthesis of the
Mount Athos type of base of churches with stylistic features “pe-
culiar to the art monuments of the early Nemanji¢ period”.’! Giv-
en that Saint Sisioje belonged to the Sinai - “monks of different
ethnic backgrounds”, one can assume their direct influence on the
development of Moravian triconchos architecture. The starting
point of the Sinai was the “ascetic colony in the Paroria” and cer-
tainly the Holy Mountain, and Hesychasm was acceptable teach-
ing for them in accordance with Eastern monastic principles. The
dedication of the Sisojevac church to the Transfiguration of the
Lord confidently points to it, while its architecture with numerous
analogies in the field of Prince Lazar and Lazarevi¢ - to the de-
veloped types of “polyanachoretical monastic communities and
monastery worship”.*

West of Sisojevac, on the right bank of Crnica, the remains
of churches (designated as Church III, Church II, Church I) were
discovered, probably from the monastery complex, a triconch plan
with a broken stone, and near the ruins of the Namasija monastery
on the left bank of Crnica. The monastery complex with a tri-
conch church is with three-sided apses and an annexe on the west
side, while a chapel was built on the south side - indicating Byz-
antine and Mount Athos influence. The appearance of side chap-
els, in view of G. Babi¢, was purposefully used to celebrate some
particular cult of saints, but also to commemorate the monks, ac-

30 Crojan Hosakosuh, 3axoncku ciiomenuyu, 496-497. lopnana baduh,
»JlpyIITBEHN moJoxaj ktutopa y JlecmoroBunu”,143. bpanka Kuexesuh,
,»CpeamOBEKOBHE IIPKBE M MaHACTUPH y AonuHU Lpanme”, 232-233.

31 Bpanka Kuexesul, ,,Cpe-OBEeKOBHE IIPKBE U MAHACTHPH Y JOJHHH
Hpuune”, 233. Vojislav Korac, ,,Les origines de I’architecture de 1’école de la
Morava”,161.

32 Cmmsbka [abessuh, , JIuneapro ciukapetBo Cucojesria. [Ipuior wc-
Tpa)XHBamba MOHYMEHTAJIHOT He(urypaiHor caukapcrsa”’, Tpeha jyrocnosen-
cka KoH(pepeHnuja Busanronora, Kpymesary 10-13. maj 2000, beorpaa-Kpy-
mreBary, 2002, 437-438.
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cording to liturgical practice of Mount Athos, while the remnants
of the artwork, according to general characteristics, belong to the
Moravian school.** The triconch style churches therefore belong
to a church on the road between Zabrega and Popovac, called
Petrusa, Blaga Marija and Pajsijevaca. The triconch style church
with proscomidia and deaconicon is built of broken stone and
belongs to the group of buildings to which the churches in Les-
je, LapiSina and Lozica belong. It is believed that the church of
Petrusa was built according to the standards of the Mount Athos,
which is also indicated by the fresco of the Presentation of the
Virgin above the entrance portal, which is the church slava of the
Hilandar monastery, which does not exclude the influence of Hi-
landar on its metochions, which certainly includes this church.**

Summary

Sinai Mount Athos monks brought to the territory of Moravi-
an Serbia the Mount Athos structure of monastic life, transferring
its conceptions of monastery structure and liturgical reforms to
church architecture as well: a type of church with a triconch base
and lateral premises with a liturgical purpose in certain parts of it,
which will indirectly influence the formation of the building style
in Pomoravlje.
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