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Abstract: Kosovo and Metohija in the political, economic, legal,
geographical and military sense is a space that was and remains the foundation of
Serbian statehood, territorial integrity, sovereignty, independence, national identity,
from the Nemanji¢ in the Middle Ages, until now ie until the second decade of the
21st century. During its political and state-legal development, Serbia has always
been a house in the middle of a crossroads, through which the interests of the West
and the East were confronted. Consequently, Serbia was in the crucial geopolitical,
geoeconomic, military and other conditions, the target and means of the subjects of
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the great powers. The consequences were irreparable for Serbia as a state and for
the Serbian people and members of other peoples who lived in Serbia, starting from
material destruction, all the way to great human losses, such as in the Great War or
World War 1I.

Key words: Republic of Serbia, Kosovo and Metohija, aggression, the
Nemanjic¢, consciousness, memory

ATPECCHS TPOTHUB CPIO B 1999 IOAY U KOJUIEKTUBHASL
IHAMSATDb HAPOJA

Jparan Tanunu
Hoxmop norumuyeckux Hayx,
Hucmumym cepbckoii kynomypwt Hpuwmuna — Jlenocaguy,
oupexmop
E-mail: dragan_tancic@yahoo.com

Jamudop Jie3oBu4
Hokmop ucmopuueckux Hayk,
THpuwmunckuii ynusepcumem, uiocopceruii paxyivmem, npogheccop,
Kocoscka-Mumposuya
E-mail: dalibor.elezovic@pr.ac.rs

Mapuna MusitoBu4
HUncmumym cepbcrou kynomypot [puwmuna — Jlenocasuy,
HAYYHBI COMPYOHUK
E-mail: marina.mijatovicc@gmail.com

Annomauun: Kocoso u Memoxusi 6 ROIUMUYECKOM, IKOHOMUUECKOM,
npasogoM, 2e02papuyueckom u 60eHHOM CMBICIAX — MO NPOCMPAHCMEO, KOMOPOe
ObLI0 U Ocmaemcst OCHOBOU CepOCKOU 20CYOaPCMEEHHOCU, MEPPUMOPUATLHOL
YenocmHoCmuy, Cy8epeHumema, He3aeuCUMoCmu, HAYUOHATbHOU UOeHMUYHOCU,
nayunas ¢ Hemanuueil 6 cpednue eexa u 00 nawux ouell. Ha npomsoicenuu ceoezo
nonumu4ecko2o U - eocyoapcmeenno-npagogozo  paseumus, Cepbusi  ececoa
HAXo0u1ach Ha nepekpecmke 0opoe, Ha KOMOPOM nepeceKkanucy unmepecoi 3anaoa
u Bocmoxa. Cneoosamenvno, Cepbus 6 nepeiomMHblX  2eonoIUMUYecKux,
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cyovekmog eenuxux cun. Ilocnedcmeus oOvinu nenonpagumvl oas Cepbuu Kax
eocyoapcmea u 01 cepbCcKko2o Hapoda u npedcmagumeneti Opyeux Hapooos,
npoocusaguiux 6 Cepbuu, HaUUHAA OM MAMEPUATLHOL0 PA3PYULEHUA U 3AKAHYUBAS
0ZPOMHBIMU YeNI08EUECKUMU NOMEPSIMU, MAKUMU KAK 80 8peMsi Benuxoil eotinbt unu
Bmopou muposoti 6otinbl.

Knrwuesvie cnosa: Pecnyonuxa Cepous, Kocoeo u Memoxus, aepeccus,
Hemanuuu, cosznanue, namsme.
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The area of Kosovo and Metohija, both in the recent and further history of the
Serbian people, was and remains the foundation of the Serbian state and national
identity. It is a space that marked and still marks the center of Serbian statehood and
Serbian culture, starting from the Nemanjic dynasty, until now.

According to the Turkish census from 1455, there were 98% Serbs and only
1% Albanians in Kosovo. According to the Austrian data from 1871, due to the
migration of Serbs under Turkish reprisals in the 17th and 18th centuries, as well as
the process of Islamization and Albanianization, the number of Serbs decreased to
64% and the number of Albanians increased to 32%. According to the 1921 census,
there were 26% Serbs and 66% Albanians in Kosovo; according to the 1931 census,
there were 32.6% Serbs and 60.1% Albanians; and according to the 1948 census,
there were 24.1% Serbs and 68% Albanians. Today, it is assumed that the number
of Serbs in Kosovo is below 10%. With the first Balkan war, Serbia was territorially
enlarged, it liberated the area of Kosovo. The negative effect was the newly formed
Albanian state and the fact that it became an instrument of Austro-Hungarian policy.
After 1912, the Albanians became part of the Serbian states, contrary to the
intentions they expressed in the period after the Prizren League in 1878-1912
regarding the establishment of "Greater Albania".

During the First World War, the Serbian people experienced new suffering in
this area, so that Serbia lost about a quarter of its population (1,247,435 inhabitants)
in the First World War. In the Second World War in Yugoslavia, the total number of
victims of the war, according to some authors, ranged from 1,700,000. up to over
2,000,000. killed, with the number of dead, according to ethnicity, of the Serbs was
487,000 up to 530,000 or in the percentage of 48% to 51.6%, which is an extremely
large number in relation to the total number of dead, given that there was a large
number of inhabitants of other nationalities.

In February 1999, a Peace Conference known as the Rambouillet
Negotiations was held, attended by representatives of the FRY, Kosovo Albanian,
EU, US and Russian authorities. As the FRY rejected the military presence of
NATO forces in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, on March 24, 1999, NATO
aggression against the sovereign and independent FRY followed, contrary to the UN
Charter, without the consent of the UN Security Council. The aggression ended
after 78 days of bombing, with the Kumanovo Agreement and UN Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. After the signing of this agreement, over two
hundred and fifty thousand Serbs and other non-Albanians were expelled from
Kosovo and Metohija and the KL A terrorist organization in Kosovo and Metohija
continued. to commit crimes against Serb civilians. Kosovo and Metohija came
under the administration of the United Nations. According to Resolution 1244,
Kosovo and Metohija is part of the Republic of Serbia, but is under the control of
UNMIK. On March 17 and 18, 2004, before the eyes of KFOR and UNMIK, a mass
ethnic cleansing of Serbs took place on the territory of Kosovo and Metohija,
known as the March pogrom.

The armed aggression of NATO, the USA and other countries on the FRY
(March 24, 1999 to June 10, 1999) was carried out by 16 NATO member states,
which were joined by the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary on April 23, 1999
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when they became members of NATO. Military and other capacities and effective
forces in the aggression were engaged by 13 countries, with Greece not allowing the
engagement of its forces, and Luxembourg and Iceland did not have their own army.
During the 78 days of aggression against the FRY, NATO aviation performed
26,095 flights, of which 18,168 (70%) were combat flights. The average daily flight
was 334 flights, and there were also days when over 500 planes entered the airspace
of the FRY (26.05.1999: 535, 03.06.1999: 528, 28.05.1999: 500). The ratio of
engaged military forces was incomparably better for the aggressors. Namely, in the
technical-technological sense, the means of our war equipment lagged behind the
means of the aggressor by 25 to 30 years.

During the NATO aggression, the entire territory of the FRY was under
attack, about 2,300 air raids were carried out and over 415,000 projectiles of various
types were launched, with over 22,000 tons of lethal cargo. About 50,000 grenades
(about 15 tons) with depleted uranium were fired at the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia. Depleted uranium grenades carried out 112 actions at 91 locations: a)
12 actions at 9 locations in southern Serbia, b) 2 actions at one location in
Montenegro and c) 98 actions at 81 locations in Kosovo and Metohija.

On the territory of Kosovo and Metohija, it was determined that in the period
from January 1, 1998 to September 28, 1999, 5,527 terrorist actions were carried out
on the population and their movable and immovable property. During 1998, 1,885
terrorist actions were carried out (34%), an average of 157 per month; in the period
immediately before and during the NATO terrorist aggression (January 1 to June 10,
1999), 713 terrorist actions (15%) were committed, or an average of 315 actions per
month; and in the period from June 10 to September 28, 1999, 2,929 terrorist
actions were committed (51%), or an average of 834 terrorist actions per month.
(Directorate for Informatics, Ministry of the Interior of Serbia 1999.)

In these KLA terrorist actions, 3,874 people were killed, wounded (injured) or
kidnapped, as civilian victims of the war. Of that number, 1,267 victims happened
during 1998, 1,543 victims from 1.1.1999. - 10.6.1999 year and 1,064 victims in the
first three months after the arrival of the international forces of KFOR and the
civilian mission of UNMIK in Kosovo and Metohija. The structure of the victims is
as follows: 945 people were killed; injured - wounded 1,623 people and 1,306
kidnapped people, all of whom are believed to have been executed, killed and
thrown into unknown graves or limestones. The structure of victims of the terrorist
KLA is given in Table 1.

Table 1. Victims of KLA terrorist actions in the period from January 1,
1998 to September 28, 1999. (Data from the Analytics Directorate of the Ministry
of the Interior of the Republic of Serbia, as well as from the book: Z. Andjelkovic:
Days of Terror in the Presence of International Forces, Center for Peace and
Tolerance, Belgrade, 1999)

Victims of terrorist actions

A. Killed 945 100,00
1. Population 654 69,20
Serbs and Montenegrians 291 45,50
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Albanians 243 37,10
Other members of different

nationalities 19 2,40
NN persons 101 15,40
2. Police forces 291 30,80
b. Wounded 1.623 100,00
1. Population 712 43,86
Serbs and Montenegrians 473 66,42
Albanians 206 28,93
Other members of different

nationalities 33 4,65

2. Police forces 911 56,14
B. Kidnapped 1.306 100,00
1. Population 1.268 97,10
Serbs and Montenegrians 913 72,00
Albanians 268 21,10
Other members of different

nationalities 87 6,90

2. Police forces 38 2,90
Destiny of the kidnapped persons 1.306 100,00
1. Killled 136 10,42
Population 124 95,38
Police forces 12 4,62

2. Destiny unknown 1.170 89,58
Population 1.020 87,00
Police forces 150 13,00

These data indicate the growth and frequency of KLA terrorist actions since
the beginning of 1998 and the culmination in the last period, after the arrival of
international forces (KFOR and UNMIK) from June 10 to the end of September
1999.

At the same time, borders are being opened towards Albania, from where
about 200,000 armed Albanians come, who inhabit Prizren and other places in
Kosovo and Metohija, although they have never lived in this territory before. By
provoking, on average, 27 terrorist actions throughout Kosovo and Metohija every
day, by killing and setting fire to the houses of the non-Albanian population, they
managed to completely ethnically cleanse the territory in a short time. They
expelled more than 250,000 non-Albanian natives of Kosmet, most of them Serbs
and Montenegrins. In just a few months, after the arrival of KFOR forces in the
territory of Kosovo and Metohija, an average of 271 terrorist acts were carried out
daily against citizens, which is 11 times more than the daily average of terrorist
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attacks during 1998 and 1999 ( until June 10) - an average of 8.7 attacks on citizens
per day, while security in this province was provided by members of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of the Republic of Serbia. It is an indicator of the security situation
in this province and the (in)efficiency of the forces of KFOR and the international
community in the realization of the obligations arising from the UN Security
Council Resolution and the Kumanovo Agreement. The actions of state terrorist
aggression, ie NATO air missile strikes on the territory of the FRY, resulted in the
suffering of civilians as direct victims of terrorist actions, which we present in the
following tables.

Table 2. Civilian casualties March 24 - June 9, 1999.

Territories Killed Inj urqd A wgunded Total losses
. (heavier and lighter)
of sufferin
No. % No. % No. %
Main 581 40,8 263 | 582 2844 | 538
Serbia
1\K4°S°V9 and | g3 56,4 1403 36,4 2206 | 41,7
etohija
Vojvodina 19 1,3 100 3,1 119 2,5
Montenegro | 21 1,5 88 23 109 2,0
Yugoslavia | 1424 100,0 3854 100,0 5278 100,0

As can be seen, these are large civilian casualties. This means that on average,
out of 78 days of bombing, there were about 67 victims, ie more than 18 dead and
49 wounded - injured civilians. This further means that the state terrorist aggression
was of the blitzkrieg type, with the use of the most destructive weapons possessed
by the NATO pact. On average, 43 air raids with several destructive projectiles and
bombs were carried out every day, and in relation to civilian casualties, each attack
caused an injury and every other attack caused the death of one civilian, ie 67
civilians were killed in 46 attacks a day. The largest number of casualties was in
places, areas and settlements where there was no army and military equipment.
Then, in Kosovo and Metohija, Albanian civilians suffered more or less the same in
relation to the non-Albanian population, even though NATO carried out a terrorist
aggression in order to save the Albanians from the so-called humanitarian disasters.

Table 3. Distribution of civilian victims by territorial principle
The largest number of killed civilians in air rocket attacks was in Kosmet

70
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(56.4%), and the largest number of wounded was in central Serbia (58.2%). Total
losses, irreversible and recoverable occurred in Kosmet and central Serbia (95.5%)
and the remaining victims were in Vojvodina (2.5%) and Montenegro (2.0%).

Table 4. Children victims of the bombing of NATO terrorist actions

ETHNICAL KILLED WOUNDED

ORIGIN OF | (dead) (hurt) TOTAL
VICTIMS bpoj % bpoj % bpoj %

1. Albanians 30 1,2 44 75,8 74 69,1
2. Serbs 19 8,8 14 24,2 33 30,9
TOTAL 49 100,0 58 100,0 107 100,0

The results from the table show that out of 107 children who suffered (49
killed and 58 seriously wounded), the predominant victims were children of the
Albanian entity, as many as 74 (30 killed and 44 wounded), mostly in two NATO
airstrikes on refugee columns on the road to Gjakova - Prizren, on April 14, 1999,
and in a column of refugees on the road Prizren - Suva Reka, on May 13, 1999. In
both cases, Albanian refugees experienced a real massacre from a targeted attack by
NATO aggressors. As for the Serbian children, they suffered equally, in several
places and civilian facilities that were the result of NATO terrorist actions. The
youngest residents, newborn babies and underage innocent children were killed
during the bombing of civilian targets, populated places and facilities. The age and
gender structure of children killed in NATO terrorist aggression, regardless of
national structure, is shown in Table 5.

Table 5. Age and gender structure of children Kkilled in the NATO
terrorist aggression on the FRY (March 24 - June 8, 1999). (Data from the
Analytics Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Serbia)

Age TOTAL

Upto6 7t013 14 to 18
Gender M F M F M F M F
Total number
of  children | 8 6 1 8 0 4 69 38
suffering
Died 16,00% 7,47% 22,42% 45,89%
Wounded 14,95% 10,28% 28,03% 54,11%
TOTAL 30, 95% 17, 75% 50,45% 100,00%

By analyzing these data, reliable conclusions can be drawn:

107 children suffered in the NATO aggression, as innocent victims

of our youngest population;

the ratio of children by gender is 1.8: 1 in favor of men - boys;
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. out of the total number (107), the percentage of those killed from 0 to
6 years was - 16%, and wounded from 0 to 6 years - 14.95%, from 7 to 13 years
7.47% were killed and wounded is from 7 to 13 years - 10.28%, deaths from 14 to
18 years amount to 22.42%, and the number of wounded from 14 to 18 years is
28.03%.

Based on all this, it can be concluded that the largest number of children died,
according to the age criteria, from 14 to 18 years of age.

Conclusion. The Serbian people will never forget the victims of the NATO
aggression during 1999. NATO aggression during 1999 will forever be remembered
in the individual and collective consciousness of the Serbian people. For centuries,
the Serbian people, from the Ottoman Empire, Austro-Hungary, Germany, Italy, the
Ustasha NDH, were a constant target and experienced enormous suffering and
destruction, but the SERBIAN PEOPLE, AS WELL AS THE BROTHERLY
RUSSIAN PEOPLE, WILL ALWAYS DEFEND THEIR FATHERLAND, HOME
TERRITORY AND OUR OWN PEOPLE.

The Serbian and Russian people have never in history been genocidal towards
other nations, which is also evident now, when we look at current political events,
as well as the policy of peace, led by the President of the Russian Federation
Vladimir Vladimirovi¢ Putin and the President of the Republic of Serbia Aleksandar
Vucié.
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