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ROOTS OF THE KLA: FORMATION OF THE 
ALBANIAN SEPARATIST MOVEMENT ON THE 

SPACE OF SAP KOSOVO 1968-1989
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Abstract:  This paper analyzes the formation of the Albanian illegal separatist movement, from 
the first Albanian demonstrations in the SFRY in 1968 to the outbreak of mass, violent demon-
strations in the area of SAP Kosovo, at the end of March 1989. During this period, a group of for-
mer political prisoners, few members of the shattered illegal groups, and several student leaders 
from the 1968 demonstrations, a well-organized, mass movement ensued, with a branched net-
work of illegal organizations throughout the province and the support of a number of Albanian 
immigrant groups. According to archival sources and literature, the paper provides an overview 
of the development of the movement, key organizations in their composition and their leaders.

Keywords:  History of Yugoslavia, SAP Kosovo, the Kosovo issue, Albanian separatist move-
ment, Kosovo Liberation Army, Adem Demaći, Kosovo demonstrations 1981.
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