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PREFACE

The modern world and its perspective today are characterized by increas-
ingly complex and difficult-to-solve situations with an increased role of sci-
entific knowledge in natural, technical-technological, biomedical and social
processes. With the greater importance and influence of scientific knowledge
in the development of modern society, there is a growing trend of opportunities
for conducting inadequate scientific research, as well as the possibility of mis-
using the results of such research.

Therefore, the development of the general methodology of sciences and spe-
cial methodologies in all fields of science, as well as specialist methodologies in
certain fields of science and their responsible application can contribute to the
development of modern societies and their political, economic, legal, social,
cultural and technological prosperity.

In order to encourage faster development of social science methodology
and specialist methodologies of scientific fields within the field of social sci-
ences, the International Association of Methodologists of Social Sciences was
founded at the end of 2009 as a voluntary, non-governmental, non-partisan
and non-profit organization based in Belgrade. The question arises, why was
the International Association of Methodologists founded in the scientific field
of social sciences? The answer is quite simple. Science, scientific truth and sci-
entific knowledge is international in its origin and consequences. True, reliable
and valid scientific knowledge can only be obtained through scientific research
and the valid application of adequate scientific methods, techniques, instru-
ments and procedures.

The International Association of Methodologists of Social Sciences was
founded in order to encourage fundamental, applied and developmental re-
search into contemporary social processes, verifying existing and discovering
new knowledge on the basis of which it is possible to ensure further political,
economic, social and cultural development of modern society and the global
community as a whole. Any arbitrariness in scientific research of social phe-
nomena and processes necessarily leads to incorrect results. Such results can
direct the decision-making process and the behavior of social actors in the
wrong direction. The consequences of this situation can last for decades, and
even centuries, and inevitably lead to major crises, conflicts and the collapse of
social systems.



In order to avoid such mistakes and ensure competence in the scientific
research work of the society, it is necessary to rely to a large extent on the Meth-
odology of Social Sciences. Competent scientific research of contemporary so-
cial phenomena and processes can only be realized with the support and help
of leading methodologists and researchers from the field of social and other
sciences. Therefore, it was necessary for eminent methodologists and research-
ers to gather and organize within a professional international association with
a clear mission, goals and tasks.

MISSION of social science methodologists

The strategic mission of social science methodologists, as well as methodol-
ogists in other fields of science, is to develop existing and discover new meth-
ods of acquiring scientific knowledge and solving problems of conceptualiza-
tion and design of scientific research.

OBJECTIVES of social science methodologists

The main goals of social science methodologists are:
1. to look critically at all research in the social sciences;
2. to warn about the consequences of inadequate scientific research;
3. that the teaching of Scientific Research Methodology by incompetent per-
sonnel is opposed in the education system;
4. to continuously indicate the need to reveal scientifically true knowledge, and
5. to permanently indicate the harmfulness of quasi-scientific data and knowl-
edge for the development of modern societies.

TASKS of social science methodologists

In the development of the global community and modern states, social sci-
ence methodologists are engaged in achieving the following strategic tasks:
1. development and affirmation of social science methodology;
2. correct application of methodological and methodological knowledge in sci-
entific research and professional practice;



3. scientific-methodological education and training of scientific-research per-
sonnel and their advancement;

4. evaluation of scientific research work, adequate application of scientific and
methodological knowledge and contribution to the development of that
knowledge;

5. adequate participation of competent scientific workers — methodologists in
scientific researches of society, creation of conditions for such researches and
their application in social practice;

6. publication of scientific monographs, editions, books, textbooks, manuals
and other publications in the field of methodology of social and humanistic
sciences and special methodologies within them.

In less than twelve years of its existence, the International Association of
Methodologists of Social Sciences has become a prestigious international profes-
sional association in the field of social science methodology. In achieving its lofty
mission, goals and tasks, the Association of Methodologists of Social Sciences
organized three international thematic scientific conferences on the role of prog-
nostic, futurological and applied research and its importance for the develop-
ment of science and improvement of social practice in modern societies.

The main subject of the Fourth International Thematic Scientific Conference
is “Fundamental (basic) research and its importance for the progress of the
global community and the prosperous development of modern states”

OBJECTIVES of the Fourth International Thematic
Conference are:

(1) to argue and critically point out the importance of fundamental (basic) re-
search for the progress of the global community and the prosperous develop-
ment of modern states, as well as the unacceptable attitude towards this re-
search by global and regional international organizations and national states;

(2) to warn of the consequences of inadequate fundamental (basic) research on
the development of the global community and modern states;

(3) to indicate the harmfulness of quasi-scientific knowledge in fundamental
(basic) research for the future development of the global community and
modern states;

(4) to draw the attention of the scientific and general public, especially subjects
responsible for scientific research activities in international organizations



and national states, to the necessity of greater application of fundamental
prognostic and futurological research, without which there is no develop-
ment of the world community and national states;

(5) to critically assess the unacceptable status of fundamental (basic) research

in all areas of science, and

(6) to critically assess the place, role and importance of science methodology in
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the design and implementation of fundamental (basic) research in all areas
of science.
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KOSOVO AND METOHIJA IN THE DOCUMENTS OF THE PRIME MINISTER
BLAGOJE NESKOVIC (1945-1952) AS AN EXAMPLE
OF THE METHODOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF HISTORICAL SOURCES

Ena Mirkovi¢’

here are relatively few documents in the historiography that speak directly

about the attitude of Blagoje Neskovi¢, the Prime Minister of the Federal
Republic of Serbia, towards the issue of Kosovo and Metohija. So far, we have
had four important documents that show his attitude towards the situation in
this Serbian province. The first document is the report of Blagoje Neskovi¢ on
the political situation in Serbia, Vojvodina and Kosovo and Metohija, which
was written in 1945, the second is the analysis of the elections held in 1945,
while the third is a dispatch from 1946 on the payment of emergency economic
aid for colonists from Kosovo and Metohija, and the fourth is the statement
by Dordije Doka Pajkovi¢, which he gave in relation to the case of Blagoje
Neskovi¢ from 1952. The methodological analysis of these documents as his-
torical sources significant for the question of Kosovo and Metohija during the
government of Blagoje Neskovi¢ (1945-1952) makes it possible to compare
them and observe how the attitudes of the Prime Minister of the Serbian gov-
ernment towards this territory changed. Thus, it may be possible to analyze
indirectly the significance of his attitudes in relation to the later development
of events in Kosovo and Metohija.

Key words: Kosovo and Metohija, Blagoje Neskovi¢, documents,
historical sources, comparative analysis, methodology.

! Research Associate, Institute for Serbian Culture Pristina — Leposavi¢, Leposavi¢,
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