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discharge of the unpolluted river water. A large fraction ofthe particulate form of copper was 
recorded in February2017 and February 2020, in the water of Timok River near Čokonjar, which 
could be caused by the resuspension of the particulate forms of copper that was precipitated in 
summer on the river bed. 

4. CONCLUSION 

In acidic river water, copper was present in dissolved form, whilein near-neutral and alkaline 
river water copper was relatively evenly present in dissolved and particulate form. Although the 
pH value of municipal wastewater was similar to the pH value of Timok River, copper was 
dominantly present in particulate form in thiswastewater, possibly due to the sorption of copper 
onto the suspended fecal material.Inthe water of Krivelj River,the concentration of copper 
decreased, and pH value became near-neutral, which is a significant improvement caused by the 
construction of the new flotation tailing pond “VelikiKrivelj Zero Field” in the watershed of 
Krivelj River. On the other hand, the concertation of copper and the pH value in the water of Bor 
River and Bela River did not improve during the studied period. The quality of BorRiver, and 
consequently the quality of Bela River and Timok River,was largely controlled by the temporal 
influxes of wastewater from metallurgical facilities in Bor. 
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