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PUBLIC SAFETY IN KRALJEVO -
RANKOVICEVO (1944-1955)

Jovan Simijanovi¢, PhD
Institute for Serbian Culture in Pristina, Leposavi¢, Serbia

Predrag Terzi¢, PhD!
Institute for Political Studies, Belgrade, Serbia

Purpose: The first decade after the Second World War represents an important period, but still
a period with which scientific public is not sufficiently familiar with regarding the activities of
public security organs at the local level in former Serbia as one of the republics of the former
Democratic Federal Yugoslavia, and the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The intention
of the author is to contribute to the knowledge of the circumstances at the time of the founding
of the city militia in 1945, about its activities and the tasks it faced until 1955.

Design/Methods/Approach: In this paper, the historiographical methodological approach is
applied. Primary historical sources were researched. Using methodological approaches to so-
ciology, we tried to contribute to the knowledge about the impact of criminal phenomena on
the society of that time, as well as the types, characteristics and success of the institutional fight
against these phenomena.

Findings: Among other things, the paper deals with the founding of the city militia and its work
in the spring of 1945, as well as some characteristic criminal phenomena they encountered: dis-
turbing public order and peace, fights, prostitution, theft, etc. The organizational structure of the
public security services is presented.

Originality/Value: The paper is primarily based on previously unused primary and original
historical sources from the Historical Archive of Kraljevo and the Archives of Serbia. In addition
to the above, the paper used and published sources, relevant literature and the press.

Keywords: Public security, crime, Kraljevo — Rankovicevo, Serbia, Yugoslavia, 1944-1955.
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